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A roof over their head... and more!

Muralidhar, a former central
excise and customs de-
partment employee, had built
a residential school for poor,
needy children called Gopal
Vidya Kendra at Solade-
vanahalli on Hessarghatta
Road, Bangalore. The
s st

students grew to 585 chil-
dren within four years.
to a storm in June 2014 the
asbestos sheet roof of three
classrooms were ripped off.
Muralidhar approached Ro-
tarians for help. Rotary Clubs
of Bangalore East, Indirana-
gar, Koramangala and Mid-
town came ogether under the
Happy School project of RILM to adopt this school and built a new roof. A major financial contribution
came from Dr Ravikumar, District Chair, Happy Schools Committee, RID 3190.

Bangalore Indiranagar jointly with Menda Foundation set up an E-Learning centre at the school.
They provided software to teach English, science and mathematics along with hardware like
solar panel, battery and UPS.

Today, Gopal Vidya Kendra has become a Happy School with the help of the Rotary clubs and
Rotarians in the region.
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Amust-attend meet for all Rotarians,
Rotaractors, Inner Wheel members
and others who would like to see
South Asia totally litretate
Details and registration form available
on www.rotaryteach.org
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Nagpur South West.

Devendra Fadnavis started his political ca-
reer at a very young age. He was elected
as the ward President, BJYM, became the
Municipal Coporator of the Nagpur Municipal
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- ASha Kiran...a 2ay of HOPE

RILM has started a Child Development pilot
project in D-3291 called Asha Kiran...a ray of
HOPE, to send 1,500 children back to school,
in partnership with NGOs like Nishtha and Ek
Tara.

Nishtha, a community-based organisation
located at Baruipur, South 24 Parganas District,
West Bengal, has been working in the fields
of gender justice, women empowerment and
education for the last 40 years.

RILM has signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing with Nishtha to bring 1,000 out-of-
school, vulnerable children between 6-14 years
of age back to school.

Through multi-pronged interventions, including
mentoring and coaching the beneficiary chil-
dren at designated community centers, ensur-
ing their participation in co-curricular activities,
counseling their parents, mobilizing the local
community to support measures to encourage
education of these children, engaging in dia-
logue with local school authorities etc., they
can be enabled to take fuller advantage of the
statutory guarantees regarding elementary
education. For this, Nishtha plans to set up
25 community centers in the scheme area and
engage suitable personnel to carry out the
planned activities systematically.
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Ek Tara works towards providing free & com-
pulsory education, livelihood skill and voca-
tional training to the children, girls and women
of economically backward communities in the
slum areas of Topsia and Tiljala in Kolkata.

They have provision for formal and non-formal
education of children. They run a free in-house
pre-school for children aged between 3 to 5
years, provide non-formal education to children
who have not attended schools before or are
drop-outs. They also facilitate the education
of children in English medium mainstream
schools by providing transportation for pick up

and drop, school uniforms, academic fees,
session charges, books and stationeries and
after-school tuitions.

RILM is signing an MoU with them to send
100 children back to school.

Establishing on-site schools for brick kiln work-
ers in Howrah district of West Bengal is also
under way as part of this programme.

RILM will give Rs 2,000 per child and provide
teaching material (library books, chalk, boards,
dusters, trunks, etc) and education material
(stationery and notebooks) for the 1,000 chil-
dren spread across the 25 community centres.
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Dear Fellow Rotarians,

| am delighted to hear that you are coming out
with, an E-bulletin, Literacy Times, to support
Rotary’s noble project of eradicating illiteracy
from India by 2017.

| am a big supporter of E-bulletins, because they are environment
friendly, and save on postage costs. Besides, they reach the target
audience immediately.

Apart from reaching the Rotarians, through the e-version, you will be able
to reach a huge number of non Rotarians, many of whom may join our
literacy mission or contribute in some way to the T-E-A-C-H programme.

While the print version may be limited to 80 or 100 pages, the
E-bulletin has unlimited capacity. You will also be able to upload
important speeches of Literacy Summit etc on your E-bulletin. This
has been our experience, since we commenced the E-version of
Rotary news in 2014.

[ wish Literacy Times all the very best.
With best wishes and regards,

P T Prabhakar
RI Director

Inner Wheel
working for children

Dear Friends

Inner Wheel Clubs in India are very happy

to be associated with Rotary India Literacy

Mission (RILM) in the TEACH Programme

to eradicate illiteracy from India.

Inner Wheel clubs in India have taken up
the TEACH Programme in right earnest and are involved in
adopting schools and providing facilities for them so that these
primary schools can soon be created into Happy Schools. We
have more than 1100 IWCs in India and | am happy to inform
that so far, around 450 clubs have adopted schools.
We, in Inner Wheel, are extremely thankful to Chief Advisor, RILM
PRIP Kalyan Banerjee, RILM Chair PRID Shekhar Mehta, National
Committee members & RILM staff, particularly, Communication
Manager, Ms Amrita Paul for their support, cooperation & motivation
in helping us to implement the TEACH Programme.
[ wish everyone Happy New Year 2015 !

Dr Bina Vyas
National Literacy Coordinator for IWCs in India

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

The last six months in the journey of Total Literacy

have been amazing. The work that the Rotarians

and Inner Wheel members have done and are

doing, across India in all aspects of T-E-A-C-H is

indeed commendable. Each time we made a call
for action Rotary clubs responded with enthusiasm and speed, be it for
book collection, volunteer management, or for Happy Schools project,
Child Development or Adult Literacy.

Happy School Grant Application Forms have been uploaded and this will
give a big boost to the conversion of Happy Schools. Add to this the MoU
signed with the Government of India under Swachh Bharat Abhiyan during
the Chennai Institute and we will now ensure that under the Happy School
programme, Rotary clubs will construct toilet blocks in 10,000 schools.

We have signed an MoU with two organisations and are in the process
of doing so with more to send children to school under the Child Develop-
ment Programme. This is a very heartwarming programme where vulnerable
children and those at risk are being sent or resent to schools. This entails
counseling of parents, motivating the child, setting up an infrastructure.
There is a lot that needs to be done and we will have to get personal
involvement. The Child Development Programme provides an excellent
opportunity for us to do hands-on service.

The funding of this programme is quite easy. It costs just Rs 2,000 to ensure
that a child starts going to school after completion of all the above mentioned
activities for about 3-4 months. | urge each and every one of you to not only
participate in the programme but sponsor a child too. Rotarians across
India can support one child each at a cost of only Rs 2,000.

| would request Rotarians to also support the uploading of the projects
that they do. While many clubs have already done this, | urge all others
to do so, too. It will take you 3-4 minutes to upload the project for information
of RILM. Without this information we will neither be able to make headway
with the government nor with the corporate world or other partners.

In the end, may | request each and everyone of you to definitely come to
Pune? Attending this Summit will give you a greater insight into the workof
literacy being done all over India and in South Asia.

Do register immediately, along with friends and Rotarians and Inner Wheel
members. RIPE K R Ravindran will be there. So will be Directors Sangkoo
Yun and P T Prabhakar, PRIPs Raja Saboo, Kalyan Banerjee and other
senior leaders from South Asia. The programme content is extremely rich
with some outstanding speakers like Padma Bhushan F C Kohli, Magsaysay
Award winner Dr Shantha Sinha, Dr S B Mujumdar and Dr Achyut Samant,
to name a few. More than 700 delegates have already confirmed their
participation. Rashi and | are also registered. Have you registered?

See you all in Pune.

Shekhar Mehta
Past RI Director, 2011-13
Chair, Rotary India Literacy Mission
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Volunteers’ Role in A\ XX
Adult Literacy Project X X X

Volunteer’s Role in Starting Adult
Literacy Project

Adult Literacy continues to remain in focus
during January 2015. It's a project where
volunteers can make meaningful contribu-
tion. Given below are some points to keep
in mind when volunteering for an adult liter-
acy project.

i) Conduct a survey, using Adult Literacy
Survey Form No. A1 (available on website),
in the already identified urban slum, basti
or village to identify adult non-illiterates

i) In each identified area, conduct a test of
each person who claims to be literate, using
the Primers for Adult Learning

iii) Note that the purpose of the survey and
the test is to identify the adult non-literates

iv) Counsel the adult non-literate to join adult
literacy classes (fo be held at a place identified
by the Rotary Club involved)

Role of a Volunteer Teacher

B Volunteers have to undergo a 5 day
training program on how to teach adults,
using the Adult Literacy Primer

B They have to familiarize themselves thorough-
ly with the Primer, teaching method, duration of
the course and the certification procedure

B Develop lesson plan, use examples and
anecdotes to explain; encourage group
discussions/activities
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RILM office conducting adult lietracy survey

B Make lessons interactive; be patient while
teaching

W Ensure students are not embarrassed
/admonished

B [nstill in them a sense of pride in learning

W Monitor individual progress, give attention
to the weak learners

B [f using E-Learning Methodology of TCS
or other vendors, make sure you understand
the content, operation of hardware, etc.
properly before starting the class.

Volunteer’s Role as Counselor &
Teacher of Adult Non-literates

B Counsel anyone remaining absent; award
learners for regularity in attendance, good
performance, etc. to motivate them. Encour-
age them to carry their primer to work and
keep reading whenever they find time
W Facilitate their examination by the Na-
tional Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS)
and follow up to ensure the successful get
their certificate

Teaching Adult Non-literates at Home
| Office

B |dentify adult non-literates like domestic
staff, drivers, darwans, peons, etc.

W Start adult literacy class for them at
Home/Office

B |n large housing complexes, staff could

be taught in any available common area at
a time suitable for most of the learners

B |ndividual attention will have to be given
since all participants may not be able to
attend all lessons together

B A similar exercise can be done in office
complexes

B Adult Learning Program conducted in
residential or office complexes should include
staff of non-Rotarians as well

B \Where necessary, counsel employers to
allow their staff to join the adult literacy class

W Facilitate their examination by the NIOS
and certification

B Take pride in the fact that you have con-
verted so many adult learners into adult
literates

B Ensure that the Adult Literates do not
lapse back to illiteracy with the passage of
time due to lack of a continuing education
program.

Volunteer's Role in Skill Development

Some of the things that you may be required
to do:

B Get involved in survey to find adult non-
literates interested in skill enhance-
ment/training

W Skill Development Programme will also
include imparting literacy to adults who are
non-literate

B Skill development initiative is an incentive
for non-literate adults to become literate

B Be involved in survey to identify industries
employing skilled people so as to help the
adults post-skill development program to
find employment

B \olunteer's accomplished in any special
skills like tailoring, beautician, etc., can
become Trainers if that skill is being taught
at the Centre

B Trainer's have to be well versed with
both, theory and practical aspects of the
skill and train as per prescribed curriculum

W Guide those interested in Skill Develop-
ment to Rotary Clubs conducting vocational
training programs in association with ITls &
Jan Shikshan Sansthans

B You can also participate in the adminis-

tration/operation of a skill development
centre.



Speakers at the Summit
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Corporation and remained so for two con-
secutive years. He was elected as a mayor
at the age of 27 years making him the sec-
ond youngest mayor elected in India. He is
also the only person to be re-elected as the
Mayor in Council of the State of Maharashtra.
He has been elected Member of the Legis-
lative Assembly of Maharashtra State in
Nagpur since 1999.

He is known for his non-corrupt and clean
image. He became the talk of the town after
he pressed on the idea of publicly maintained
toilets, cleanliness, encouraging sewage
system in the nineties.

Dr Shantha Sinha, a
leading anti-child labour
campaigner and activist is the
winner of this year's Ramon
Magsaysay Award.

Her MV Foundation has been instrumental
in freeing child labourers in Andhra Pradesh
and enrolling them in schools. She has also
actively campaigned for policy reforms with
regard to child labour. The foundation's
efforts have ensured that around 100,000
children in the 5-14 year age-group were
withdrawn from work and sent to school.
They are also working to strengthen govern-
ment schools in 500 villages. Their current
focus is on the girl-child and children en-
gaged as bonded labourers.

Faqir Chand Kohli, Pad-
ma Bhushan, is a master
strategist and visionary whose
systematic building of TCS
created a pioneering IT giant and laid the
ground work for the rise of a $100 billion
Indian IT industry.

When he saw the problem of adult illiteracy

v N

club, RILM and school.

Next Month

Focu

in India, he started working on designing a
solution. He based it on innovative teaching
and a deep understanding of the processes
of cognition and learning. This led to a
computer-based functional literacy package,
which teaches one to read in any of the
Indian languages within 35-40 hours, at an
average total cost of Rs 100 per person.

Prof (Dr) Shantaram
Balwant Mujumdar is the
Founder and President of

Symbiosis Society, a multina-

tional educational and cultural centre. A
distinguished academician and educationist,
he is also the Chancellor of Symbiosis In-
ternational University. He was awarded the
Padma Shri in year 2005 and Padma Bhus-
han in year 2012.

Deeply touched by the hardships suffered
by foreign students, especially Afro Asian
students, studying in Pune, he established
'SYMBIOSIS' with a view to help them and
provide them a 'Home away from Home'.
He soon realized that education is the best
medium for promoting International under-
standing. He, therefore, started establishing
educational institutions imparting quality
instruction in diverse disciplines e.g man-
agement, law, it, computers, bio-medical
science, engineering, international business,
geo-informatics, photography etc. Presently,
Symbiosis has 40 Institutions and about
30,000 students from all States of India and
80 foreign countries.

Dr Achyuta Samant is a
social entrepreneur and phi-
lanthropist of Art of Giving in

the Indian State of Odisha. He

is the founder of KIIT Group of Institutions
which includes KIIT University and Kalinga
Institute of Social Sciences (KISS).

Dr Samanta's conviction that education can

E-Learning Centres

The month of February will focus on improving the quality of education
through establishment of E-Learning Centres. Rotary India Literacy
Mission will provide high quality State Board based animated curriculum
in the local language. The hardware costs will be shared by the Rotary

The teachers will also be trained in the use of the software.

get tribal's out of poverty has led to the
establishment of a small institution which
has now turned into KISS, the largest resi-
dential institution for 22,500 tribal children
where they are provided with food, accom-
modation, healthcare and education from
KG to PG absolutely free. KISS is now
recognised as a successful model of tribal
empowerment through education, not only
in the country, but also all over the world.

Galaxy of Rotary Speakers

RIPE PRIP
K R Ravindran Raja Saboo
PRIP RID
Kalyan Banerjee P T Prabhakar
RID PRID
Sang Koo Yun Sushil Gupta
PRID PRID

Sudarshan Agarwal Panduranga Setty

PRID Noraseth PRID
Pathmanand Ashok Mahajan

PRID RIDE
Yash Pal Das Dr Manoj Desai
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T-E-A-C-H 1n Action

INITIATIVES TAKEN BY CLUBS

Teacher Support

RC Pune Pride conducting Teacher Training workshop

Rotary Club of Pune Pride, D-3131 organised a three-day intensive
training program for 22 maths teachers from ten different primary
schools in Pune district. The training was conducted by Navnirmiti
Education Foundation using the Math Lab concept. This is a method
of learning mathematics and science where understanding is supported
by hands-on experience. The teachers were excited to learn activity-
based teaching methodology. The teachers were certified on completion
of the workshop.

Computer teachers training programme

Rotary Club of Muzaffarnagar, D-3100 with the help of some other
clubs organised computer training for twenty five girls aspiring to
become teachers. They required computer training but could not afford
it. The training, conducted by NIIT, was entirely funded and facilitated
by the Rotary clubs.

D-3230 organised a teacher training workshop for 300 teachers of
Classes | to VIII from the Corporation Schools in Chennai. Since
Corporation Schools cater to economically disadvantaged groups the
workshop focused on motivating teachers to ensure the children
continued with their education. Career orientation, learner psychology
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Teacher Training Workshop
was also discussed to help control school drop-outs. RIP Gary Huang
and DG ISAK Nazar graced the occasion.

= |
I—q E-Learning

RC Jaipur Royal

Rotary Club of Jaipur Royal, RID 3052 has set up an e-learning
centre at Government Secondary School, Hathroi. This has helped
improve the attendance and understanding of curriculum taught to
t287 students.

E-learning centres at Vidya Vikas Vidyalaya

Rotary Club of Nanded, RID 3132 has started e-learning centres at
Vidya Vikas Vidyalaya, Barhali Mukhed and at Rajashree Shahu
Vidyalaya at Nanded. The club has provided the software by which
1600 students are being benefitted in Vidya Vikas Vidyalaya and about
2500 students at Rajashree Shahu Vidyalaya.

Rotary Club of Moradabad Mid-Town, RID 3100 established the
third e-learning centre at Indira Gandhi Poorva Madhyamik Vidyalaya.






